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Football remains the most
— popular sport in MENA

MENA Is the 2nd fastest-growing region for world football
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Esports has seen rapid
I’OWth iIn MENA.
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MENA region has become
a prominent destination for
motorsport events.

This includes multiple Formula 1 races hosted
by Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the UAE.
specially in Saudi Arabia, has been
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Rise of Spc

S

in MENA:
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Strategic Government Initiatives Hosting Major International Events
Governments in MENA have integrated sports into MENA has successfully hosted numerous high-profile
national development agendas to promote unity, international events such as the 2022 FIFA World
national pride, and economic diversification. Cup and multiple Formula 1 Grand Prix races. These
events have helped boost local interest in sports and
Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030 aims to diversifg the elevated the region's g|0ba| prof”e_
economy, leading to increased investments in sports.
Future events, such as the upcoming 2034 FIFA
UAE and Qatar have launched initiatives to enhance World Cup in Saudi Arabia will continue increasing
their sports sectors and foster regional social regional sports popularity.
development.
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Economic Investments & Infrastructure Youth Engagement & Demographics
Development
With a youthful population under 25, MENA’s
Over $65 billion has been invested in sports young demographic is driving growth in sports
infrastructure across the Gulf Cooperation Council consumption and participation.
(GCC) countries, positioning MENA as a central
player in the global sports industry
\_ - /

MENA is rapidly emerging as a global sports hub, driven by strategic investments and
a young, tech-savvy population. With football dominating and esports, motorsports,
and combat sports on the rise, the region is attracting worldwide attention.

Sources: belN sports, The Guardian, PWC, PFL MMA, World Economic Forum, OutQore
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