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SHAPING SPORT.
DENTITY &
INFLUENCE

With the rapid advance of globalization, a
growing number of Black Japanese athletes are
emerging on the global professional stage. Their
profiles and influence, both on and off the field,
have earned widespread admiration in Japan,_
particularly ambng younger generations.

This report explores how biracial, globa*lly raised
Japanese athletes are reshaping perceptions of
identity and driving new marketing trends.
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First Japanese NBA B
first-round draft pick ' W e e g

NBA All-Rookie
Second Team

=/ S8aK

Beninese father &
Japanese mother

SPONSORSHIP
S BRAND POWER
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SoftBank NEC
& 4sqhi CASIC

First Japanese athlete
signed by Nike Jordan Brand

BEYOND
SPORT

BLACK
SAMURAI 2025

Training project for
youth, blending NBA
skills, mindset and
education to elevate

Japanese basketball BLACK SAMURAI i ' . .
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First Japanese Grand
Slam singles champion

First Asian WTA #1

Haitian father &
Japanese mother

SPONSORSHIP
S BRAND POWER

o ©
CITIZEN JHIJEIDO
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$15.9M earnings in 2024
94% from endorsements

BEYOND SPORT

Activism

Wore masks honouring
victims of racial injustice at
2020 US Open

Play Academy

Empowers girls in sport
through. safe spaces, coaching
and community grants
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2nd fastest Japanese
100m time (9.965s)

2019 World Championships
4x100m bronze

Ghananian father &
Japanese mother

SPONSORSHIP
S BRAND POWER
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‘TORAY’

Innovation by Chemistry

Pioneering “co-creation sports

partnership” with Toray,
spanning apparel innovation,
social impact, and youth programs
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Japan national team
goalkeeper

PARMA CALCIO|
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Youngest ever
Japan U-20 player

pes

4 Ghananian father &
¥ Japanese mother




CHUSEN

Golden Glove Award
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HOKKAIDO NIPPONHAM

FIGHTERS

Japan national
team member

Congolese father &
/ Japanese mother




These athletes stand at the e
crossroads of sport, culture and o
identity. They are not only breaklng
records but also breaking barriers,

~ paving the way for a more mcluswe
vision of Japan.

Their stories go beyond wins and medals;
they represent possibility, progress, and the
power of sport to transform society.

o Insights
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