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From Dominance
to Decline

As international hockey evolved, India's dominance
gradually diminished.

The introduction of artificial turf, advances in
coaching and tactical systems, and increased
investment by competing nations exposed
weaknesses in India's own development pathway.
The country struggled to keep pace in several key

areas, including:

Infrastructure

Coaching

Player development

e Sports science

Following Olympic gold in 1980, India entered a
prolonged period without an Olympic medal,
highlighting the challenges of adapting to a rapidly

changing international game.
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The Revival of
Incdlian Hockey

Over the past decade, Indian hockey has undergone a

significant revival.

Investment from both the public and private sectors,
improved coaching structures and the return of
professional domestic competition have helped

restore confidence across the sport.

A defining moment came at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games (held in 2021), when India secured the men's
bronze medal, ending a 41-year wait for an Olympic

medal in men's field hockey.

The women's national team has also emerged as an
increasingly competitive force, reflecting broader
improvements across the game's development

pathway.
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Hockey India
League

The Hockey India League (HIL) returned in 2024 after

a seven-year hiatus, marking one of the most
significant developments in Indian hockey in recent

years.

The revived competition features:

e 8 men's teams

e 4 women's teams

Each men's franchise operates with a ¥4 crore
player purse, while women's franchises have a ¥2

crore player purse.

Beyond providing elite domestic competition, the
league offers Indian players greater exposure to
international talent while creating new commercial
opportunities for broadcasters, sponsors and brands.
The return of the women's competition also
represents an important milestone for the sport,
with more than 350 domestic and international

players registering for the inaugural women's auction.




The Hockey
World Cup

The FIH Hockey World Cup is the sport's premier
international competition, organised by the

International Hockey Federation (FIH).

¢ First men's tournament: 1971
¢ India's only title: 1975

Although India has not lifted the trophy since 1975,
the tournament remains one of the country's key
sporting ambitions and an important benchmark in

its continued revival.
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Market landscape

India remains one of the world's leading hockey nations, regularly

competing at the highest level of international competition.

Continued government investment, growing commercial interest and
the return of the Hockey India League are strengthening the sport's

long-term ecosystem, while increased support for both the men's and

women's game reflects a broader commitment to sustainable growth.

Together, these developments are helping reposition hockey as one of

India's most strategically important Olympic sports.
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Key takeaways

Hockey remains one of India’'s

most culturally significant

sports, underpinned by an
> i"‘""‘\ unmatched Olympic legacy and
mﬁE: 5 generations of national icons. . - .
Long-term investment,
2 T particularly from the Odisha 3
| 2 1 ¥ 5 government — g
' = is transforming the sport's
" ‘*‘ - - infrastructure, development % ‘ d.L
- . ' . - pathway and international
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_ “ The return of the Hockey India WS, ARy i
3 League is creating new
ﬂ : _ N, ‘ opportunities for players, fans
F L™ and commercial partners,

positioning Indian hockey for its

next phase of growth.
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